Frequently Asked Questions about the PAC

What is the PAC?  The PAC is an organization of all parents and guardians, which serves as an open forum for the sharing of ideas and discussion of school related issues.  The PAC encourages parental participation, and supports and enhances the educational process at Boyden School.

Who are the PAC officers?
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boydenpac@hotmail.com

Does the Boyden PAC have a website? Yes, the Boyden PAC website address is:

http://www.orgsites.com/ma/boydenschoolpac/

How often does the PAC meet and who can attend?  The PAC meets monthly, typically on the third Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the Boyden School Media Center.  All parents/guardians are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Meetings are targeted to last 1 hour.

What is discussed at the meetings?  All meetings include a budget overview, a curriculum update for every grade level presented by a teacher representative, committee updates and principal remarks relating to school wide topics.  Occasionally, guest speakers present on school and/or town related topics.

I work evenings; do I have to attend the PAC meetings to get involved?  No, there are many ways to support the Boyden School.  Please contact any of the PAC officers or committee chairs if you are interested in learning about the various ways you can volunteer.

What are the opportunities for involvement?  There are many ways to get involved whether you want to chair a committee, lend a helping hand at one of the family events, or volunteer for some of the various in-school opportunities such as supporting the media center, computer labs or easel art during your child’s class time.

Why are there so many fundraisers?  Do I have to participate in every fundraiser?  The purpose of fundraising is to supplement the resources and activities available in the school to enrich your child’s learning experiences that are not always covered by the school budget.  Some of these programs include:  Cultural Arts, Docent, school guest speakers, equipment, materials and technology.  We try to offer a variety of fundraisers and realize that you may not be able to participate in all of them.  We hope that you choose the fundraisers that appeal to you the most.  

Is there a schedule of fundraisers available so that I can plan on which ones I’d like to participate in?  Yes, below is a tentative schedule of all of our traditional and family event fundraisers for you to have as a reference.  In addition, there are various ongoing free fundraisers that Boyden School participates in at no cost to you; a complete list of the programs we participate in can be found on the Boyden PAC website.

Traditional Fundraisers




Family Events

Lisa Hull Photography (Sept. 26)



Boyden Bowl (Oct. 4)

Mum Sale (Fall – Open House Sept. 29)


Pasta Dinner (Oct.24)

Scholastic Book Fair (Oct – Parent/Teacher Conferences)
Fun Run (Oct. 25)

Humble Pie (Oct
)




Pancake Breakfast/Santa Shoppe (Dec. 5)

Original Works (Feb/Mar)




Faculty Event (Feb)



Boyden Apparel (Nov/Dec)



Battle of the Bands (Feb)

Holiday Books (Nov/Dec)




Movie Night (Jun)

“No Cost To You” Fundraisers

SCRIP Cards

GoodSearch.com

Amazon.com (use link on the PAC website)

General Mills Box Top for Education

Tyson Project A+ Program

Campbell’s Labels for Education

Nestle Go Play! Labels

A+ Bonus Bucks – Stop & Shop

Education Express – Big Y

Hannaford Helps Schools

Target Take Charge of Education Program

Upromise

Cartridges for Kids

Can I support the school without participating in any of the traditional fundraisers?  Yes, many families support the school through direct donations to the Boyden School PAC.  If you choose to do so, 100% of your donation will go directly to the PAC.  

What is the PAC budget and who decides how the money is spent?  The PAC’s budget for 2009-2010 is approximately $29,000.  The PAC budget overview is presented at every meeting.  Decisions regarding how to allocate funds are made at monthly meetings.  By attending these meetings, you can have a say in how PAC funds are allocated.

If I have any questions or ideas relating to a fundraiser, new program, or volunteering, who can I contact?  You may contact any of the PAC officers or committee members.

What are some of the programs the PAC supports?
Cultural Arts:  Provides age appropriate cultural arts programs for each grade level (examples include Mother Goose for grade K; Laura Ingalls Wilder for grade 5; Discovery Museum for all grades)

Docent:  Introduces students in grades 2-5 to the works of famous artists.  Sponsors field trips to Decordova Museum in Concord and Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts.

What’s It Like:  Coordinates a disabilities educational unit for Grade 2 students where they learn what it is like to be blind, deaf, etc.

Can you provide a brief description of some of the PAC committees?

Government Affairs:  This representative reports to PAC on ongoing school district information.

Governance Council:  This is an advisory group to the principal that develops goals for the school improvement plan.  This group also develops and reviews policies, programs and goals within the school.

District Council:  This representative attends district council meetings held by the superintendent of schools, and reports to PAC on ongoing issues, concerns, and curriculum changes that are happening system wide.


